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tbe poor, it was this ibat geconded 
{lis powerful and triumpfaant ap* 
peal I 

III the intercourse of pri?ate life, 
the conversation of tbU amiable man 
possessed a certain "charm," that 
threw an interest upon every sub- 
ject On literature and politics, bis 
remarks were at once ingenious, 
solid and instructive. In discuHsioa 
he was mildness itself. Unconscious 
of his own superior endowioem.s, his 
modesty added a value and a grace, 
to the splendid qualities by which he 
was distinguished 

But it was in the closer circle of 
intimate friendship, the characters 
of his great mind, :ippf ared in their 
just and proper forms. Noble, ge- 
nerous, sincere, he had nothing to 
pretend or dissemble in iriendstiip, 
Ber$ bis whole heart was open ; here 
be knew no reserve ; and only here 
could his virtues be appreciated or 
known. To lus tried friend he was 
faithful ; tt>r him he could sacrifice 
interest— liberty— life itselt. At 
friendship's shrine he could sacrifice 
all, except his religion — except bis 
country ! 

His religion vilified ! hia country 
oppressed 1 but each, by suffering, 
(he more endeared to this generous 
patriot, and true Catholic pastor. 

Honoured be thy memory in the 
•Section of Ireland ! In peace may 
thy spirit repose ! 

ObiitithdU Martii. A. Z>. laU. 
c(. 41. 
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original essay. It is dated i$Bth 
January, 1813, and is of use to ex. 
plain the other.* Jan. 2a, 181*^ 

BIBLE SOCIETIES. 

ON the I5lh September last, a so- 
ciety was introduced at Ballycnoney, 
to CO operate with the Belfast 
Branch of the Hibernian Society of 
Ireland. In consequence thereof, 
considerable subscriptions have beea 
obtained to disseminate the sacred 
scriptures to the poor. The natUra 
of that good work was not at that 
time fully explained nnto, or ander> 
s^tood by the assembly. It after* 
wards appeared that the money thqi 
obtained, and by sermons to be 
preached, is to be remitted to the 
cashier of the Belfast branch of 
this Society, that a Repository for 
sale of tbe books has been establish- 
ed at Ballymoney, and that the poor 
who chuse to purchase them oiav 
have them at certain prices, on coai^ 
plying with the-terms of the appoint* 
ment, and that the produce of such 
sales shall be remitted to Belfast 
every three months. 

At a meeting held at Ballymoney, 
on the 21st of September, it Wat 
observed to that plan, then, but not 
before, communicated, that our to> 
tal subscriptions and polleciions are 
sunk ; that the poor have not mo- 
ney, and in these pinching times, 
many of them- are rather actuated to 
obtain a seamy siibsistence for theij 
children, than to purchase the bread 
Of life. 



'TPHE Writer of the following essay 
requests the Proprietors of tbe 
Belfast Magazine to insert it. It 
*•« refused by the Belfast Commer- 
cial Ghttnicle, as will appear by the 
*«*e«pflndence vjhich the writer 
iwids with this ; and which he 
•ooU wiihte baveiastrted with tha 



* To allow an opportunity for free dit> 
cutsion, and to give to every one an opf 
portmiity of being heard, both for and 
afatBoC any subject of public coqcem, is* 
sertion is granted to the original paper, 
but the correspondence between the wri- 
ter and tbe editor of the Commercial Chro* 
nicle is omitted, pvtly for want of rooni^ 
and partly because it does not appear to 
be necesaarily connected with the sutiject 
of the Essay. It i* readjr (• be MturoeA 
to tbe Older of the writer. %MMt 
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It i« an old and a true proverb, 
that charity begins at home. In 
the year 1809, many who chose lo 
subscribe to llie Rev. Mr. Mitchell 
of Ballyrnoney, receivt d bibles and 
testaments, and distributed i hem gra- 
tis to their indigent neighbours. 

The plan at presetit does not of- 
fer any premium (as it may be nam- 
ed) to'the poor to read the scriptures, 
»ave that they can be purchased a 
few pence cheaper. And no won- 
der they should be cheaper ; for 
such an impression or edition ot low- 
priced bibles and testaments sent to 
Ballyrnoney dishonour the word of 
God; they seem, long since print- 
ed, to be the refuse of Stationers' 
shops. Would a good master offer 
them to his slave, or menial servant, 
if he wished they should read or 
meditate on the sacrej volumes? 

Sunday schools and free scliooU 
are e.xcellent preparations for a 
knowledge of the sacred oracles; 
many of the parents in different 
parts of Ireland cannot read, and to 
offer them to the chiidren before 
they are taught to read, much more 
that the parenw should now purchase 
them, seems something like an absur- 
dity. Indeed we may hope for a- 
mendment in all ranks, as the cler- 
gy, roused from their former lethar- 
gy, do their duty in visiting and ex- 
horting their flocks; they now per- 
ceive that going through the accus- 
tomed service of their respective 
churches is but a part of their duty. 
The Presbyterians, even the Presby- 
terians themselves, select and read 
certain portions of Scripture to their 
hearers, as is done in the Established 
Clmicb. Many of them also have 
it in conteropiation to introduce a 
collection of psalms and hymns, 
printed by Mr.MoB'et, Newry,1811, 
Which they think is better suited, 
and better adapted to the Christian 
worship, than any tbey have hither- 
to seen. 



We have assumed the name of a 
branch of the Hibftfnian Society. 
The Scriptures are no doubt wanted 
in many parts of Ireland mostly in- 
habited by Roman Oatholics. It is 
the duty of this Society to supply 
them, when a fit opportunity otters, 
and they can be read. If it can be 
amicably settled that they shall havie 
their own tt-anslation, viz. the Dow- 
ay Bible, with the notes, itis well. 

We are persuaded that the New 
Testament contains many salutary 
doctrines and precepts, lo guide the 
heart and life of a Christian, inde- 
pendent of controverted poiots be- 
tween the Protestant and the Catho- 
lic ; doctrines and precepts sufHm- 
ent to make men wise unto salva- 
tion ; therefore, with leave of the 
learned and pious sons of Levi, we 
consent. But we are aware that 
the most intelligent and leading men 
of the Catholic profession al'e so 
much engaged in a favourite pursuit, 
as not to admit of mature delibera- 
tion on any other iaipoitant subject 
for some time. 

It is doubtless a most benevolent 
scheme to circulate the word of 
God in Asia, Africa, and Atnerica, 
amonic Christians, Jews, Hindoos, 
and Mahofomedans, Ss.c. For a con- 
cise account of those sects we must 
refer to a Narrative published by 
that enierprizins Gentleman, the 
Rev. Claudius Buchanan, Sd edi- 
tion, printed in Edinburgh, 1S12. 

But that grand scheme has been 
undertaken, and partly accomplish- 
ed, by the generous and wealthy 
inhabitants of great Britai.T. 

The wants of our own country are 
manifest ; our contributions i;re 
scarcely adequate thereunto ; nor 
can it be expected that the Hibernian 
Bible Society should not, in ihe first 
place, exert themselves in favour of 
the youth of Ireland. Havin* 
taught them to read, &c., a decent 
edition of the scnptures should b« 
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providecl, to be disttihqted io due 
time fur their peruiai. For apparent 
reaspns, copies of the scriptures with- 
out notes are to be distributed* 
Though |t must lie admitted, that se- 
parate tract!!, notes, and serino(is, are 
of great importance, and the perpsal 
of them as well by ihe learned as 
the unlearned, are highly condu- 
cive to the right ondersiandio^, the 
meaning, scope, and design of the 
inspired writers. 

it is to be presupaed. that cori- 
osity, and also a desire to obtain still 
greater improvemenis in scriptural 
kpowiedge, have prompted e.very 
Presbyierian or Dissenting Minis- 
ter to lay out as much of their addi- 
tional fieglum Donum as would pur- 
chase the Rev. Dr. Campbell's Pre- 
liminary Dissertations, s^nd bis Trans- 
lations of the Four Gospels, from the 
original Greek. This is allowed by 
competent judges to be superior to 
any U~ansl«ti(Mi they >bav« seen. 
it is without any oomroeot ud the 
VKtX, aud it is written iu paragraphs, 
which give the sense imoch better 
than dividing tbeffl in verst>s, as iu 
oar transUtioo. 

Many instances could he gisen of 
■the real aieaning or true translation 
of ithetexis tiiat differ. from that in 
tise by uR. One, far instance, is in 
the lord's Prayer ; instead of " leail 
tts not into temptation," he renders 
h "abandon us not to temptation;" 
tvhich he supports in the notes. 

It is now offered to the mature 
consideration of the Bible Society, 
if it would not be proper to print a 
number o^° said translations without 
notes, (coimaeut they have hot any,) 
and let such as cbuse to purchase, 
have them at prime cost, as also 
lome practical discourses and ser- 
.nuDs such as Jortin's and Clarke's. 
Ereo these, were our people depriv- 
ed of the improvement by others, 
are copious, rational, interesting, 
and explanatory; almost on ev«i:y 



subject. If those sermcftis wefe 
printed in small volumes, so »s to 
come cheap, m^ny sets woyld be 
bought up by individuals itml readin:; 
societies in the country, and thereby 
much knowledge and practical im* 
provemeht and information would be 
obtained. B. and H., 

MEMBERS OP THE SOCIETY. 

BallymOTiey, Jan. 1, 1813. 
For the Belfast Monthly Mfi^azinem 

ESSAY ON OONJUtiAL tO^TE. 

TlJfOW can ipen be unMnd to 
■*--^ their wives ? It makes nay 
flesh creep to think surnetimes that 
this Is the case, What ! ma» plac- 
ed tbie guardian proiecio]-, solace 
over the helpless, the weak, tb«t 
frail ! Does not all nature rise op 
in vindication of sDlieririg imbe- 
cility ? .Every unkind look, as well 
^s every unklpd word, is a vipbtirut 
of the l.a,w of kindness which etc 
joins to protect the weak ; and a^ 
conscience speaks an upbraiding a^ 
well as hortative language, in every 
bosum, every violation of this law 
niei^ts, no doubt, its due upbraiding^ 
there ; 1 mean in every busoni thai 
has not, by lung practising iii un- 
Jtindness, obliterated the sensitive 
powers. When this is done, and the 
heart, formed to sensibilily io its ori- 
ginal creation, becomes cal loused 
over completely, tliea the law of 
cruelly is eatitbiisbed : man loses tbu 
Ifeo^le susce^Jtibility of his nature, 
tdose 6ne teeiiugs which .are ili« 
organs aad iastiuments of that re- 
fined pleasure which belongs to tbe 
exquisite tejaure of tlie humau 
ij^ind. When wjB .estimate what a 
change is tl»us wrought, fro.ii the 
feelings of a God, to tUe itisensibilV- 
ty and brutal fury of a demon, sUall 
we not depiecait the ,smallei>t depar- 
ture frum ibts- tieavi^a of «ji|oy ui«iu. 



